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Methodology

The survey was open from the beginning of March
to the first of May in 2016. The questionnaire was
created on SurveyMonkey.com and invitations to
participate were sent to all registered beekeepers
that had provided email contact information to
UDAF. Six questions were asked in this survey:
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Results

505 different beeyards were reported for the sur-
vey. Beekeepers in the state had an average of 3.1
colonies going into the 2015/2016 winter; they lost
an average of 1.7 during this period (see page 3). A
plurality of beekeepers that had bees for more than
one year, reported that these losses were higher
than in the previous winter (31.2%). Approximately
9.9% of respondents claimed that their losses were
lower than in the previous winter. Nearly 25.1% of
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beekeepers surveyed reported that their losses were
the same as the previous winter. 33.6% of beekeep-
ers said that they did not have bees in the previous
winter or they did not have bees in the previous
winter in the location reported (see page 4). The
vast majority of participants were stationary bee-
keepers (98%) (see page 5).
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Beekeepers in Orem, Bountiful and Holladay stated
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ed to be high (see Figure 1) .

Discussion

The results of the survey suggest that Utah beekeep-
ers had less overwintering success in the 2015/2016
winter when compared to the previous season. The
average yield of 21.0 Ibs per hive reported is well
below the national commercial average of 56.6 |bs
per hive (NASS 2013).

Figure 1: Best and Worst
Overwintering by City
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If 5 or more beekeepers in a given city reported
that they had bees in the previous winter, it was
calculated whether their overwintering losses were
overall better or worse than in the previous year.
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How many colonies did you overwinter and of
those how many died?

3.5

2.5

1.5

0.5

Number of colonies Number of colonies that died
overwintered

Response Total Colonies
Average Reported
How many colonies were in your beeyard(s) going into winter? 3.1 1,529

How many colonies died during the winter? 1.7 849

Questions




Were your 2015/2016 winter losses higher, lower or
the same in this location as the previous winter?
Answered: 505 Skipped: 6

Didn't have bees
in this location in
the previous season

Higher
Didn't have bees
in the previous
season
Lower
Same
Answer Choices Responses
Higher 31.29% 158
Lower 9.90% 50
Same 2515% 127
Didn't have bees in the previous season 27.33% 138
Didn't have bees in this location in the previous season 6.34% 32
Total 505



Were the hives in this beeyard migratory or stationary?

Answered: 500 Skipped: 11

Migratory

Stationary
Answer Choices Responses
Migratory 2.20% 1
Stationary 97.80% 489

Total 500



Responses by City
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Overwintering by City

m 1styear ™ Higher Lower ™ Same
8
5
4 3
2 2 2 2 22 2 22 2202 22 72 2
ni1 11 1 11 1 1 111 111 11117 1111 11 1 11 1 11111 1 1 n 1 11I 1 1 11
JIIII IIII 1 II i1l 1 181 1 II 11 1 Linm 1 III [ | III IIII 11
& A N D A I R IR s TS TR R~ S SR S S« SR S - 20 S DN A A N A LS DA A AR N e
%Q\o & éo%bq}@‘x;@ \}600 ((\{\0 C}C:, & ‘\c}‘-t %Q’ & f\‘% e}d“*\g\@ ,§*§\ & 'ﬁeo F <<>*°\§° (Q,\@Q‘,&@ <J\b(\%o *‘}‘Q%\o \x@\ 6&\ &o"\ ‘3“&%’5@%?\9@{ ébx@(\\\'bb% oer' éé\\\@&\\\i\&o
P 2 Y o P P R P P& O o S @ SISO Mo 00 R GV K
‘25\(’\»\ QY P 7 o ;\é.?"\ & & (,@6(,@0 % ¢f (J(Jéé'o o (é\& <& ((,5;6‘ @ &< (9‘2@ & ¥ RORSS
?‘6\ Q”b%
u Istyear m Higher Lower B Same 7
5 55 5

33
11 11 1 1||1 111 1
1

3
2 2
1 1 |1 Il
| | e b1 m 1 I
Q LS A v QeSS A S Q@ N @
F € & & & & @ 6 0@‘1& & 0 &
&) @ S < [CERANRSENS) # Q s Q'b N (&
& & N N S O @ ? ] & & L
« N o & ¥ NS
3 I $ \Q,’b Q\®
20 m ]lstyear = Higher Lower B Same

215324 11

w“ 4
211 1 211 1 Sm 211 1 223111 11 2 111221 1

N Y I T Y S S S - Q@ € N ¢ o O % > L&A o
& o0 0¥ &¥ L @ <€ ’b\e o rzf\b & o K\a ab'b &’oe' \3\’{. e‘?z ‘<°J\ &N o‘% \\(\% &e O"’ :,\\ oQ} (\Q Ko\ L & A@\ ‘;& S ,g\e' 4\& & @
& Q~Q§o R \(\A P R &\{9 © \\o qz}& N\ RS {\Q% & (oe} BN & & 07 AF AT K $Q}\ 0\30 X P ‘;3 \\e,* o
o SN ) N < L Q . S } QY 5 S \&
< S FTIIT T KR KRS G 3 QX ) N0
R < > (_)0 (90 G)O& (_)0 5Q o A \)ﬁ\\ $®“) S $ SQ, $




Reported Honey Production




Average Honey Production by City (lbs)

(Only those cities with four or more respondents)
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Utah Department of Agriculture and Food 2016

For more information about honeybees and beekeeping visit:

http://ag.utah.gov/plants-pests/beekeeping.html

Citation: National Agricultural Statistics Service. “Number of Colonies, Yield, Production, Stocks, Price, and Value — States and United
States 2013” United States Department of Agriculture. Published 20 March, 2015.
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